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medications in an emergency. The pharmaceutical
companies say these generics undermine their
patents on the drugs.

More than 25 million of the 36 million people
infected with HIV live in sub-Saharan Africa, one
of the world's most impoverished regions.
Developing countriesin other areas will be
evaluated for the reduced-price program on a
case-by-case basis, Mr. Reaves said.

Merck said the treatments will be available at a
reduced price to governments, relief agencies and
others who can provide them to patients, on the
condition that the drugs be used only in the
countries where they are sold.

Officials with Doctors Without Borders, the Nobel
Peace Prize-winning relief agency, welcomed
Merck's announcement but cautioned that the
reduced price could still leave the drugs out of
reach for many of Africa's AIDS patients.
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