BBC News | SCI/TECH | World celebrates Earth Day

BAEE HOMEPAGE | WORLD SERVICE | EDUCATION low graphics version | feedback | help

BEME NEWS AN s

You arein: Sci/Tech

Front Page Thursday, 20 April, 2000, 12:34 GMT 13:34 UK Search BBC News Online
World World celebrates Earth Day Gol
UK Fol tJ—K Advanced search options
ITCS
B—' Wk BBC ONE TV NEWS
DBUSINESS 1] WORLD NEWS SUMMARY
Health See also:
Education 08 Dec 99 | UK
. Rubbish powers the Dome
§QOI‘t
: 01 Feb 00 | UK
Ii_r:lir_tal nlgnom: Testing time at the Dome
‘N9 ol 07 Apr 00 | UK
In Depth Deciding the Dome's future

AudioVideo Internet links:

The Dome pridesitself on its environmental record
Over 500 million people in 85 countries are expected to celebrate Earth Day Network

Earth Day on Saurday. The Millennium Dome

It will be the 30th time the organisers have made their annual Worldwatch I nstitute
attempt to bring together the planet's population to "promote a
healthy environment and a peaceful, just, sustainable world".

The BBC is not responsible for the
The Millennium Dome is leading the UK's participation, with content of external internet sites
"recycled" music. Mass plantingsin Chile, amock nuclear power
station evacuation in South Africaand a car-free day in Sydney,  Linksto other Sci/Tech stories are
Australia, are among other events, all on the theme of "clean at the foot of the page.
energy”.

" Agadoo isrubbish”

The Millennium Dome, the centrepiece of the United Kingdom's
celebrations of the new era, is marking Earth Day with an
Eco-Festival.

Thiswill feature "an environmental band”, Weapons of Sound,
playing music on instruments recycled from junk including gas
pipes and shopping trolleys.

The pop group Black Lace aimsto recycle old rubbish (the
organisers term) in two concerts including their hit Agadoo.

The Dome, at Greenwich in southeast L ondon, contains arange
of permanent environmental features, prompting its operators to
call it "the UK's biggest recycling machine".

It istrying to reprocess or re-use as much as possible, using
rainwater to flush all visitor toilets and sewage sludge to generate
electricity.
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Half a billion involved

Earth Day has been marked annually since 1970, and this year
will involve an estimated 500 million people in every part of the
world.

The Worldwatch Institute, based
in Washington DC, has issued
an Earth Day report card which
details some of the organisers
concerns. It says:

« onein four vertebrate
species (birds,
mammals, reptiles,
amphibians and fish) is
on the verge of
extinction or is now
extinct

« the Earth's population
has almost doubled since
1970, and in the same The dome water recycling system
period the share of cropland per person has aimost halved

« Oneperson insix alivetoday ischronically hungry

o between 1751 and 1970, 110 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide were released into the atmosphere; between 1970
and today 160 bn tonnes have been released.

But the Institute says there are changes taking place that could
transform the planet's prospects within the next 30 years.

These include the rise of citizens' groups and the growing use of
micropower, small-scale renewable energy schemes.
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