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Dalai lamas have always thrown stones at HALF THE SKY. Buddha was the first.
(November 20, 2020)
COMPLETE SILENCE
There’s a misogynist aspect of Buddhism that nobody talks about
By Devdutt Pattanaik
January 6, 2016

“Hinduism is patriarchal. No doubt about it. So are Christianity and Islam, Sikhism and Shinto,
Jainism and Judaism. But Buddhism? It is not the first religion that comes to mind when we talk
about misogyny.
The assumption is that Buddhism is rational, modern, agnostic, and liberal in matters of gender and
sexuality. Book after book has conditioned us to see the celibate and chaste Buddha as a kind of
androgynous, asexual, gentle sage with a beatific smile. Yet, some of the earliest and most
systematic documentation of rejection of female sexuality in Indian literature is from Buddhist
scriptures, especially the rules of monastic discipline (Vinaya Pitaka), traditionally attributed to the
Buddha himself.”
https://qz.com/india/586192/theres-a-misogynist-aspect-of-buddhism-that-nobody-talks-about/
What Did the Buddha Think of Women?
Buddhism is widely known throughout the world as a religion of peace and kindness. It is less
known as a religion of gender-equality. And, in fact, many Buddhists throughout the world are
taught that women, because of their characteristic karmic dispositions, are incapable of
awakening or of becoming a buddha, at least without first being reborn as men. Furthermore,
relatively few women have gone down in Asian history as teachers, yogis and thinkers; the great
Indian scholar-monks were all exactly that, monks, and the ordination and transmission lineages
tracked in East Asia list one man after another. The Theravada tradition managed completely to
have misplaced its order of fully ordained nuns, and the Tibetan never had one, leaving a
decidedly lopsided Sangha throughout much of Asia, and very limited opportunities for women to
receive the support and respect that nourishes the highest aspirations of the Buddhist Sangha.
Moreover the Buddha himself has been commonly implicated in this bias. For instance, although
he created a twofold Sangha of monks and nuns, he is said to have done so reluctantly, and he
seems to have created a degree of dependency of the latter order on the former. He is also
reported to have said,
… in whatever religion women are ordained, that religion will not last long. As families that have
more women than men are easily destroyed by robbers, as a plentiful rice-field once infested by
rice worms will not long remain, as a sugarcane field invaded by red rust will not long remain, even
so the True Dharma will not last long.”
https://bhikkhucintita.wordpress.com/home/topics-in-the-dharma/uposatha-1272012/
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