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ILLUSTRATION BY MARK MYERS, ARC CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR GRAVITATIONAL
WAVE DISCOVERY (OZGRAYV)

Cosmic cataclysm: On a morning in May, the Earth trembled from the vibration of a
faraway, seven billion year-old collision of two immense black holes. The pileup produced
a black hole 142 million times more massive than our sun, Nat Geo's Michael Greshko
reports. The event, announced today by Physical Review Letters, is “probably the largest
explosion we’ve ever known in the universe,” says Caltech astronomer Matthew Graham.

THE LAST GLIMPSE
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Dark Skies: Who wouldn’t want to be out watching the Milky Way glow over rock
formations in Colorado? The Rocky Mountain state has proposed a 3,000-square-
mile dark sky reserve, which would be the world’s largest dark-sky designated area.
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Mountains shield the area from the interstate’s glow, writes Jacqueline Kehoe,

who proposes an itinerary of highlights for Nat Geo.
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